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Tawheed (x>) is the most important and fundamental belief among the 


core principles of Islam, which teaches faith in the oneness of Allah * 
and pure worship of Him. This belief is the foundation of Islam and the 
root of every Muslim's faith. The concept of Tawheed is that Allah * is 
one and unique in His essence, attributes, actions, and rights, and no one 
can share in His essence or attributes. 


Types of Tawheed: 


Islamic scholars have divided Tawheed into three fundamental 
categories to facilitate understanding and protect individuals from shirk 
(associating partners with Allah #5). 


1. Tawheed al-Rububiyyah (cx,)\ s>s): This means that Allah * is 


the Creator, Owner, and Sustainer of the universe. He alone 
manages everything and has no partner. Allah ® gives life and 
death, provides sustenance, brings rain, and every system in the 
universe operates by His command. Denying this truth 1s, in fact, 
denying Allah's power. 


In the Quran, Allah says: 
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"Allah is the One who created the heavens and the earth and what is 
between them in six days, then He established Himself on the Throne.' 
(Surah Al-Furqan: 59) 


' 


2. Tawheed al-Uluhiyyah (cm s>s): This is also referred to as 


Tawheed al-Ibadah. It means that only Allah *® is worthy of 
worship, and it is not permissible to worship anyone other than 
Him. The concept of worship is broad and includes prayer, fasting, 
supplication, sacrifice, and all physical and spiritual acts performed 
for the pleasure of Allah. Any action done for purposes other than 
seeking Allah's pleasure can be considered shirk. 


In the Quran, Allah says: 
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"And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him." 
(Surah Al-Isra: 23) 


It includes the idea that just as only Allah is considered a deity in 
acts of worship, only Allah should be acknowledged as the ruler in 
worldly laws. That is, human beings should make all decisions in 
life according to the laws revealed by Allah, which also includes 
Tawheed al-Hakimiyyah (the oneness of Allah's sovereignty). 
Recognizing Allah's sovereignty and making decisions according 
to His laws is part of Tawheed al-Uluhiyyah. 


“* Tawheed al-Hakimiyyah (<5 s>): This means that only Allah's 


command is valid, and no human or institution has the right to 


violate His commands or make decisions that supersede them. This 
means that Allah's command holds the highest position in all 
aspects of human life. This belief is an essential aspect of Islamic 
Tawheed, emphasizing that only Allah's sovereignty should be 
acknowledged in worldly and religious matters. If man-made laws 
or systems contradict Allah's commands, they are null and cannot 
be followed. 


In the Quran, Allah says: 
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"The command is for none but Allah." (Surah Yusuf: 40) 
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"But no, by your Lord, they will not truly believe until they make 
you, [O Muhammad #5], judge concerning that over which they 
dispute among themselves." (Surah An-Nisa: 65) 
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"And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed - then it 
is those who are the disbelievers." (Surah Al-Ma'idah: 44) 


Islamic scholars agree that sovereignty belongs to Allah in Islamic law, 
and no individual or group has the right to deviate from it. Tawheed al- 
Hakimiyyah is a fundamental principle for Muslims, reminding them 
that Allah's sovereignty should hold the highest importance in both 
worldly and religious life. Without it, individuals may fall into 
misguidance. 


3. Tawheed al-Asma wa al-Sifat (staal, 4a we): This means that all 
names and attributes of Allah * are perfect and flawless. Allah's 
attributes are befitting of His majesty, and no creature can share in those 
attributes. Allah's names and attributes are mentioned in the Quran and 
Hadith, and believing that Allah's attributes are unlike any creation is 
part of faith. 


For example, Allah ® is "The Most Gracious" (G«+_)and "The Most 
Merciful" (e), meaning He is extremely kind and merciful, but His 
mercy is not like human mercy. Similarly, He is "The All-Hearing" 
(e), meaning He hears everything, and "The All-Seeing"( +28), 
meaning He sees everything, but His hearing and sight are not limited 
like that of any creature. 


In the Quran, Allah says: 
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"And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them." (Surah 
Al-A'raf: 180) 


"There is nothing like Him." (Surah Ash-Shura: 11) 
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"Say, 'He is Allah, [who is] One, Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He neither 
begets nor is born, nor is there to Him any equivalent." (Surah Al- 
Ikhlas: 1-4) 


The purpose of Tawheed al-Asma wa al-Sifat is to acknowledge Allah's 
attributes and names as befitting Him, and associating or likening any 
creature's attributes or names to Allah falls under the category of shirk. 
Allah's attributes are perfect and unparalleled, and He is above all 
things. 


The Practical Aspect of Tawheed: 


Tawheed is not merely a theory but a way of living practically. Muslims 
adopt this belief in their daily lives by placing their trust in Allah , 
seeking help only from Him, and acting for His pleasure. The belief in 
Tawheed protects individuals from arrogance and pride and teaches them 
humility. They understand that every blessing and every trial is from 
Allah * and that reliance should be placed on Him. 


Tawheed and Shirk: 


In Islam, shirk is the greatest sin, and Allah has disapproved of it 
repeatedly in the Quran. Shirk means associating anyone with Allah in 
His essence, attributes, or rights. This sin destroys a person's faith, and if 
they die without repentance, they will not receive forgiveness in the 
Hereafter. The teachings of Tawheed prevent individuals from 


considering any creature as equal to Allah or associating them in 
worship. 


Importance of Tawheed: 


The significance of Tawheed can be understood from the fact that the 
central message of all the prophets and messengers who spread Islam 
was Tawheed. The Prophet Muhammad *% also began his mission with 
this belief, and the Quran emphasizes it throughout. The belief in 
Tawheed brings individuals closer to Allah * and grants them an 
understanding of His greatness. Tawheed brings about a spiritual and 
intellectual revolution in a Muslim's life and sets them on the path to 
success in both worldly and spiritual matters. 
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